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Since	  I	  see,	  most	  excellent	  Diognetus,	  that	  thou	  art	  exceedingly	  
anxious	  to	  understand	  the	  religion	  [theosebeia]	  of	  the	  Chris2ans,	  
and	  that	  thy	  enquiries	  respec2ng	  them	  are	  dis2nctly	  and	  carefully	  
made,	  as	  to	  what	  God	  they	  trust	  and	  how	  they	  worship	  
[threskeuein]	  Him….	  	  	  You	  wonder,	  too,	  why	  this	  new	  race	  [genos]	  or	  
way	  of	  life	  [epitedeuma]	  has	  appeared	  on	  earth	  now	  and	  not	  earlier.

Epistle	  to	  Diognetus	  1.1
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theosebeia	  	  -‐	  godliness,	  reverence	  	  	  (1)

threskeia	  	  -‐	  worship	  (4)

genos	  	  -‐	  race,	  countrymen,	  family,	  kind,	  na2on,	  na2ve,	  descendent	  (21)

epitedeuma	  -‐	  prac2ce,	  occupa2on,	  pursuit,	  training	  	  (0)	  
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St	  Jerome	  (347-‐420)
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James	  26-‐27	  (KJV)

26	  	  If	  any	  man	  among	  you	  seem	  to	  be	  religious,	  and	  bridleth	  not	  his	  
tongue,	  but	  deceiveth	  his	  own	  heart,	  this	  man's	  religion	  [threskos/
religiosum]	  is	  vain.

27	  	  Pure	  religion	  [threskeia/religio]	  and	  undefiled	  before	  God	  and	  the	  
Father	  is	  this,	  To	  visit	  the	  fatherless	  and	  widows	  in	  their	  afflicPon,	  and	  to	  
keep	  himself	  unspoSed	  from	  the	  world.

Colossians	  2:18	  	  King	  James	  Version	  (KJV)

18	  Let	  no	  man	  beguile	  you	  of	  your	  reward	  in	  a	  voluntary	  humility	  and	  
worshipping	  [threskeia/religione]	  of	  angels,	  intruding	  into	  those	  things	  which	  
he	  hath	  not	  seen,	  vainly	  puffed	  up	  by	  his	  fleshly	  mind,

‘Religion’	  in	  the	  New	  Testament?
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John	  4:20-‐23	  	  (RSV)

20	  Our	  fathers	  worshiped	  on	  this	  mountain;	  and	  you	  say	  that	  in	  Jerusalem	  
is	  the	  place	  where	  men	  ought	  to	  worship.”	  

21	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “Woman,	  believe	  me,	  the	  hour	  is	  coming	  when	  
neither	  on	  this	  mountain	  nor	  in	  Jerusalem	  will	  you	  worship	  the	  Father.	  

23	  But	  the	  hour	  is	  coming,	  and	  now	  is,	  when	  the	  true	  worshipers	  will	  
worship	  the	  Father	  in	  spirit	  and	  truth,	  for	  such	  the	  Father	  seeks	  to	  worship	  
him.	  

‘Religion’	  in	  the	  New	  Testament?
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AugusPne	  of	  Hippo	  (354-‐430)

‘true	  religion	  means	  the	  worship	  of	  the	  one	  
true	  God.‘	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Retrac'ons

‘For	  what	  is	  now	  called	  [the]	  Chris2an	  religion	  
existed	  of	  old	  and	  was	  never	  absent	  from	  the	  
beginning	  of	  the	  human	  race	  un2l	  Christ	  came	  
in	  the	  flesh.	  	  Then	  [the]	  true	  religion	  which	  
already	  existed	  began	  to	  be	  called	  Chris2an.’

Retrac'ons

‘it	  makes	  no	  difference	  that	  people	  worship	  
with	  different	  ceremonies	  in	  accord	  with	  the	  
different	  requirements	  of	  2mes	  and	  places,	  if	  
what	  is	  worshipped	  is	  holy....

...	  different	  rites	  are	  celebrated	  in	  different	  
peoples	  bound	  together	  by	  one	  and	  the	  same	  
religion’

Le]er	  102,	  Augus2ne	  to	  Deogra2as,

Chris2anity	  as	  the	  true	  religion?
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Religion	  [religio]	  ‘is	  the	  chief	  of	  the	  moral	  

virtues’.	  	  Summa	  theologiae	  2a2ae.	  81,	  art.	  6

‘Internal	  acts	  of	  religion	  take	  precedence	  of	  the	  
others	  and	  belong	  to	  religion	  essenPally	  while	  its	  
external	  acts	  are	  secondary,	  and	  subordinate	  to	  
the	  internal	  acts.’	  (q.	  81)

Its	  principal,	  interior	  acts	  are	  devoPon	  and	  
prayer.	  	  Its	  secondary,	  external	  acts	  of	  latria	  
include	  bodily	  reverence,	  the	  offering	  of	  things	  
to	  God	  such	  as	  sacrifices,	  oblaPons,	  first	  fruits,	  
Pthes	  and	  vows.	  	  (qq.	  82-‐88)

Thomas	  Aquinas
(1225-‐1274)

Religion	  as	  a	  Virtue
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‘All	  religion	  has	  something	  good	  in	  it;	  as	  

long	  as	  it	  is	  directed	  to	  God,	  the	  creator	  of	  

all	  things,	  it	  is	  genuine	  ChrisPan	  religion.’

	  Marsilio	  Ficino	  De	  religione	  chris'ana,	  et	  fidei	  pietate	  
(1475-‐6)
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The	  Ins(tu(on	  of	  
Chris(an	  Religion	  

(1561)

The	  Ins(tu(on	  of	  the	  
Chris(an	  Religion	  

(1762)

Ins(tutes	  of	  the	  
Chris(an	  Religion	  

(1813)
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!

Relative frequency of the expressions ‘Christian religion’ and ‘the 

Christian Religion’ in English books, by decade, 1560-1700.
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AugusPne	  of	  Hippo	  (354-‐430)

And	  these	  few	  words	  are	  known	  to	  the	  
faithful,	  to	  the	  end	  that	  in	  believing	  they	  
may	  be	  made	  subject	  to	  God;	  that	  being	  
made	  subject,	  they	  may	  rightly	  live;	  that	  
in	  rightly	  living,	  they	  may	  make	  the	  heart	  
pure;	  that	  with	  the	  heart	  made	  pure,	  
they	  may	  understand	  that	  which	  they	  
believe...	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
A	  Trea:se	  on	  the	  Faith	  and	  the	  Creed	  
10.25	  
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Gk	  Pis's	  =	  Lat.	  fides	  /	  credo	  /	  assensus	  	  =	  Eng.	  	  faith	  /	  to	  believe	  /	  to	  give	  assent	  

“the	  first	  way	  to	  worship	  the	  gods	  is	  to	  believe	  in	  [credere	  in]	  the	  gods”	  
	  Seneca,	  Epistles	  95.12

believing	  in	  God	  [credere	  in]	  means	  “to	  love	  Him,	  by	  believing	  to	  esteem	  highly,	  by	  
believing	  to	  go	  into	  Him	  and	  be	  incorporated	  into	  His	  members.”	  	  To	  believe	  in	  God	  
“is	  a	  great	  deal	  more	  than	  believing	  what	  God	  says:	  it	  is	  to	  cling	  by	  faith	  to	  God.”	  

Augus2ne,	  Homilies	  on	  the	  Gospel	  of	  John,	  29,	  6;	  	  Exposi'ons	  of	  the	  Psalms	  77,	  8	  

“Unless	  you	  believe,	  you	  will	  not	  understand”
Augus2ne,	  On	  Chris'an	  Teaching,	  2.12.17;	  and	  elsewhere.

“To	  believe	  in	  [credere	  in]	  God	  is	  to	  seek	  him	  in	  faith,	  to	  hope	  piously	  in	  him,	  and	  to	  
pass	  into	  him	  by	  a	  movement	  of	  choice.	  When	  I	  say	  that	  I	  believe	  in	  him,	  I	  confess	  
him,	  offer	  him	  worship,	  adore	  him,	  give	  myself	  over	  to	  him	  wholly	  and	  transfer	  to	  him	  
all	  my	  affec2on.

Faustus	  of	  Riez	  (b.	  405),	  	  De	  spiritu	  sancto	  I.1	  	  
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Gk	  Pis's	  =	  Lat.	  fides	  /	  credo	  /	  assensus	  	  =	  Eng.	  	  faith	  /	  to	  believe	  /	  to	  give	  assent	  

Credo	  [I	  believe?]	  “to	  trust	  to	  or	  confide	  in	  a	  person	  or	  thing,	  to	  have	  confidence	  in,	  to	  trust.”	  	  	  
Lewis	  and	  Short,	  A	  La'n	  Dic'onary	  

“Believe”	  verb.	  1.	  “To	  have	  confidence	  or	  faith	  in	  (a	  person),	  and	  consequently	  to	  rely	  upon,	  
trust	  to.	  Const.	  in,	  and	  (in	  theological	  language)	  on	  (an	  obs.);	  formerly	  with	  into,	  unto,	  of	  
(rare).”	  

OED,	  s.v.	  “believe”	  
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[The?]	  true	  religion	  [veram	  religionem]	  

which	  is	  delivered	  in	  the	  Scriptures,	  and	  

which	  all	  ought	  to	  hold,	  they	  [the	  Catholic	  

priesthood]	  readily	  permit	  both	  themselves	  

and	  others	  to	  be	  ignorant	  of,	  to	  neglect	  and	  
despise;	  and	  they	  deem	  it	  of	  liSle	  moment	  

what	  each	  man	  believes	  concerning	  God	  and	  

Christ,	  or	  disbelieves,	  provided	  he	  submits	  to	  

the	  judgment	  of	  the	  Church	  with	  what	  they	  

call	  implicit	  faith….

Ins'tutes	  (1536)	  Prefatory	  Address. John Calvin

(1509-1564)
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Cuius regio, eius religio: 
Whose realm, his religion

The Holy Roman Empire following the Peace of Westphalia (1648)
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Turner’s	  ‘Religions’	  

Jewish

ChrisPan

Mahometan

Ancient	  Heathen

Modern	  Heathen

Diabolical
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William	  Turner,	  The	  History	  of	  All	  Religions	  in	  the	  World	  (London,	  1695)
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Frank	  S.	  Dobbins,	  Error's	  chains:	  how	  forged	  and	  broken.	  A	  complete,	  graphic,	  and	  compara:ve	  history	  
of	  the	  many	  strange	  beliefs,	  supers::ous	  prac:ces,	  domes:c	  peculiari:es,	  sacred	  wri:ngs,	  systems	  of	  
philosophy,	  legends	  and	  tradi:ons,	  customs	  and	  habits	  of	  mankind	  throughout	  the	  world,	  ancient	  and	  
modern	  (New	  York,	  1883),	  p.	  32
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Frequency	  of	  ‘Buddhism’	  (blue),	  ‘Hinduism’	  (red),	  ‘Taoism	  (green)	  and	  
‘Confucianism’	  (purple),	  in	  English	  books,	  1800-‐2000.
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Faith	  is	  ‘a	  ra:onal	  and	  discursive	  
act	  of	  the	  mind…	  	  an	  assent	  upon	  
evidence,	  or	  reason	  inducing	  the	  
mind	  to	  assent.’

Edward	  S2llingfleet,	  A	  Ra'onal	  Account	  of	  the	  
Grounds	  of	  the	  Protestant	  Religion,	  [1665]	  2nd	  
edn.	  (London,	  1681),	  p.	  189.

(Compare	  Augus2ne:	  ‘Unless	  you	  
believe,	  you	  will	  not	  understand’)
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As	  every	  enquiry,	  which	  regards	  religion,	  is	  of	  the	  utmost	  
importance,	  there	  are	  two	  ques2ons	  in	  par2cular,	  which	  
challenge	   our	   a]en2on,	   to	   wit,	   that	   concerning	   its	  
founda2on	   in	   reason,	   and	   that	   concerning	   its	   origin	   in	  
human	  nature.

David	  Hume,	  The	  Natural	  History	  of	  Religion
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‘Science	  and	  Religion’	  in	  English	  Books,	  1800-‐2000

!
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